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 Social Change is a complex and multi-
faceted phenomenon. Change in one sphere 
affects other spheres of social life. It 
includes alterations in social structure 
which includes new norms, values and 
cultural products of a material or symbolic 
kind. Social Change occurs due to various 
factors & some are : 

 Exogenous  

 Endogenous 



 It is the sum of the ideologies and institutions 
that shape political activity within a society. 

 The political system rests on the concept of 
Power. 

 Power includes both the ability to impose 
one's will on others & the ability to mobilize 
resources to achieve goal  



 Karl Marx saw the unequal distribution of the 
power as one of the primary features of 
society.  

 Those who own the means of production are 
in a position to exercise power. 

 The economy dominates the political 
structure which in turn functions to suppress 
conflict. 



 Parson’s held that society civilizes and 
moralizes human nature & power is used on 
behalf of the whole society. 

 He saw political life as a coordinating 
process. 

 He laid greater emphasis on positive motives 
for obedience & these being those arising 
from people’s belief in the legitimacy of their 
Government. 



 Laws act as an instrument of socio-
economic & political change in society. 

 Laws ensure a certain degree of uniformity 
of behaviour among diverse groups. 

 It also seek to mitigate social evils & to 
uplift the lower sections of society. 

 Law performs reformations function for the 
society. Law alters age old customs which 
are considered inimical to social stability & 
progress.  



 Economic factors influence the quantity & 
direction of social change 

 It deals with the production, distribution, 
exchange & consumption of scarce goods 
and services. 

 The basic needs of human beings is fulfilled 
by the economic institutions of a society. 



 Karl Marx was of the opinion that fundamental 
changes in a society occur due to economic factors. 

 The mode of production determines the social, 
religious, cultural & political aspect of society. 

 He traced the development of society form 
agricultural to feudalism to capitalism & finally to 
socialism. 

 The class struggle would occur between two 
classes whose interest clash because of their 
diverse, conflicting aims- the bourgeoisie and the 
proletariat. 

 A revolution by the workers would end the ills of 
the capitalism and lead to the establishment of the 
socialist society. 

 A socialist society is an ideal society as there would 
be no classes and hence no struggle. 
 



 Emancipation of women 
 Change in production relationships 
 Caste structure weakened 
 Absence of close family network 
 With urbanization relationships became 

more impersonal, dependence on family 
decreased 

 Large influx of wage earners gave rise to 
powerful middle class in society which 
influenced political discourse favouring the 
ideas of democracy, meritocracy and 
egalitarianism. 



 Education plays an important role in social 
change. It is responsible for handing down 
traditions, culture, knowledge & skills from 
one generation to another, on the other, it 
acts as an agent of social change. New values 
and ideas are initiated by it, and become the 
goals of the young generation to pursue & 
achieve it. 



 Malthus & Mills viewed education as 
indirectly related to economic development. 

 New tools & new technology manipulates 
natural resources. 

 Education provides qualified manpower with 
skills 

 Raises productivity by fostering an ideology 
favourable to economic growth. 

 Educational inputs result into economic 
output. 

 Some other functionalists stressed the role 
of education in transmitting society’s 
culture. 



 The radicalists stressed the role of education 
in maintaining a system of structural social 
inequality. 

 Education retards development. 

 It reproduces the structure of power 
relations. 

 Acts as an instrument of oppression. 



 Change in the social, cultural and political lives of 
individuals. 

 Advanced communication system. 

 People participation in the bureaucracy. 

 Institution of law and justice. 

 Opening up of printing press 

 Results for upward mobility for the caste members. 

 Westernization brought the values of 
humanitarianism. 

 Strengthened the forces of modernization 

 Smoothened the process of secularization 



 Social Change is continuous and unending 
process in every society. All societies 
traditional & modern are constantly evolving. 
However, the ideas of equality, fraternity and 
justice can only be realized by giving equal 
opportunities of education to the vast masses 
. 


